The following account of the appropriation of the sum of £5000, placed by Her Majesty's Government, in five annual sums of £1000 each, in the years 1850 to 1854 inclusive, at the disposal of the Royal Society, to be employed in aiding the promotion of Science in the United Kingdom, has been presented to the Treasury, and is here printed for the in formation of the Fellows, by direction of the President and Council.
A. Appropriation of the Government Grant 1000 the year 1850. The printing of this work is still in progress, and will shortly be completed. This work has been printed; and the greater part of an impression of 500 copies presented, in the name of the British Government, to public institutions at home and abroad, and to individuals cultivating Astronomy in this and other countries, under the direction of a committee consisting of Sir John Herschel, the Astro nomer Royal, and the Superintendent of the Nautical Almanack. The remainder of the impression is on sale at a low price; the proceeds to be credited to Her Majesty's Government.
3. To Charles Brooke, Esq., to be employed in the con struction of an instrument for the autographic registry of the variations of the terrestrial magnetic force corrected for temperature . hese investigations were in continuation of an inquiry in which Mr. Jones had been for some time engaged, and for which he had obtained, in 1850, the Triennial Prize of £300, founded by Sir Astley Cooper. Their continuation has led to further publications in the Phi losophical Transactions and in the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, and is still in progress.
5.
To Professor Owen, to have drawings made of unde scribed or unfigured parts of the skeleton of the Megatherium. 100 The drawings have been made and are deposited at the Royal Society, accompanied by a memoir drawn up by Professor Owen, part of which has been published in the Philosophical Transactions, and the remainder is now in course of publication.
6.
To Lieut.-Col. Sabine, for the purchase of magnetical and" meteorological instruments of a new construction for trial of their merits at the Kew Observatory. The instru ments to be the property of Her Majesty's Government .... 100 • These instruments were purchased and their merits examined at the Kew Observatory: the results of the examination have been published in the Transactions of the British Association. . This grant produced a valuable paper " On the Ac tion of Nitric Acid on various Vegetables," which was published in the Philosophical Transactions; and the full amount of the grant was subsequently placed again by Dr. Stenhouse at the disposal of the Committee, and be came the subject of a fresh appropriation in 1853.
Total sum appropriated in 1850----£1000 These investigations were in continuation of re searches of which the results were published in the Philosophical Transactions, and for which a Royal Medal was awarded. They are regarded by chemists as ex tremely important, and are still in progress.
4. To the Astronomer Royal, for the reduction and publi cation of the late Rev. T. Catton's Astronomical Observations.
These observations, extending from 1791 to 1832, have been reduced, and the results published in the Transactions of the Royal Astronomical Society.
5. To John F. Miller, Esq. of Whitehaven, to obtain ob servations on the fall of rain, and on the minimum temperature in winter, at several stations in the Lake District of England.
These observations have been communicated to the Royal Society, and the results have been published in " Reports on the Meteorology of the Lake District," by Mr. Miller. These drawings have been deposited at the Royal Society, and have served, together with similar drawings procured by grants in 1852 and 1854, as data from which Dr. Carpenter has drawn up an important mono-graph on this class of animals, which will be published in the forthcoming volume of the Philosophical Trans actions.
7. To Leonard Horner, Esq., for the analysis of specimens of the water of the Nile, and of the soil at different depths in the valley of the Nile, which had been procured by the aid of a grant from the Donation Fund of the Royal Society ..
The results of this analysis have been published in the Philosophical Transactions. By the aid of this and of a subsequent grant of equal amount in 1852, the Kew Committee have been enabled to meet satisfactorily the extensive applications which have been made to them by the Governments of our own country and of the United States, to provide and verify meteorological instruments required for the ma rine meteorological researches undertaken by those governments with a view to the interests of trade and navigation, as well as to those of general science.
10.
To Professor Owen, to defray the cost of drawings of undescribed and unfigured fossils from South America and Australia .. Mr. Huxley was employed under the orders of the Admiralty in a Surveying Expedition under Captain Owen Stanley, during which these researches were made. On his return Mr. Huxley contributed two memoirs to the Royal Society, for which the Royal Medal was awarded him. They were printed in the Philosophical Transactions. The publication of the whole of his researches has been strongly recommended by the highest authorities in this bi'anch of science, and will be accomplished by this grant. The work itself will be the property of Her Majesty's Government, and will 
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